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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 31, 2001. 
The time is now 0603 hours. I'm Paul Radenberg of 


the Fire Department of the City of New York. 


Q. Conducting an interview with? 

A. Emilio Perez, Battalion 14, shield number 
3132. 

Q. Okay. Mr. Perez is an EMT. We are currently 


at EMS Battalion 14. This interview is being conducted 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001. Okay, 
Emilio, if you begin with when you were assigned to the 
job? 

A. Okay. The morning of September 11 we were at 
a restaurant called Sunlight located at 149 Street and 
Walton Avenue. We were ordering breakfast. At about 
9:35, about 9. It was 9, about 9:10 when the first 
tower was struck. We realized it on the television as 
posted. We noticed that everyone was watching. At 
9:10 the plane flew in through the second tower. We 
were assigned to the assignment from that time on, from 
9:10 on. 

We responded to the incident via Central 

Parkway, down Broadway, came across Houston Street, 
turned left on Greenwich and started approaching the 


scene. When we approached, we could see the towers in 
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flames. We got closer, we made a right turn on Barclay 
Street. Parked on West Street off of Barclay at about 
9:35. 

One of the officers told us to approach the 
scene, park the vehicle and just set up. My immediate 
supervisors requested to find out where the triage site 
was located and I mentioned to him where it was located 
but he told me to respond to it and I refused to. I 
set up triage at that area where (inaudible) should 
be. 

We started unloading the equipment to set up 
for the incident and I think it was about 5 minutes 
after we set up the equipment, we started approaching 
to try to assist those injured, we saw the building 
collapse. Plenty of firefighters reported in. We were 
following them and as a cloud of soot and smoke started 
approaching us, we turned around, abandoned the 
equipment and started running. We ran for our lives, 
as far as we could. We kept looking back, looking 
back. 

We noticed that the cloud was so thick and 
deep that we were overcome by it, so we started to turn 
around, walking back to try to help people, but there 


was so many people to help, so many firefighters. They 
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were full of soot. 

Initially in our area was plenty of 
firefighters and that's all I could see. They all 
wanted to find out where all the men were. So our 
initial response there was to treat all of them that 
were injured, coming towards us. Their eyes were 
burning, they couldn't breathe. So we were using 
saline, we were using the little bit of equipment we 
had. Saline, we were dousing them. We were able to 
open up the back of the vehicle to try to get more 
access to equipment, but we were overcome. 

We realized that -- I realized there wasn't 
going to be enough water to help the firefighters for 
cleaning the soot and debris from them. What I did was 
I approached one of the fire Lieutenants and started 
screaming to him, I need a wrench, I need a wrench. 

The men were going right back in. So he 
stopped them and like two of them just dropped. Got me 
the wrench. I started opening up as many hydrants as I 
could in that area. I opened up like a good, a good 11 
hydrants. 

Then I was directing all the firefighters to 
go on into the areas where I was telling them to go 


douse down, this and that, but they were concerned for 
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the firefighters, so I says to them, listen, all your 
friends are all over there. All your men are right 
there by the hydrant. Just go over there. You will 
find them. Just by me directing them in that direction 
and being -- using the tone of voice that I did, it 
helped them because they approached -- but they didn't 
find the men they were looking for, they were being 
taken care of. 

The FBI was there. The CIA was there. Guys 
with suits there. They were telling me who they were 
and I was directing and grabbing them and all I could 
do was just grab them and direct them to water. So 
then after I realized that, we just kept helping, kept 
helping, kept helping, we tried to make another 
approach to go back to assist those that were 
underneath the collapse. 

So when we tried to make that second approach 
is when the second tower came at you. The Engine 
Company that had gone into the right side was just 
wiped out. As the second one collapsed, we just 
started to turn around again. It was here we go again, 
start running. This time we were engulfed with the 
stuff. People were behind us. We started running as 


far as we can again. Now we couldn't see much. This 


E. PEREZ 


was like about a good, a few minutes after the first 
building had collapsed. 

There is a whole lot of things were going on, 
you know, people were running out of there. There was 
firefighters with police officers and firefighters just 
trying to set up. Some of them, it just overcome. As 
these guys got cleaned up and they were ready to walk 
right back in. They were like let's go. Some were in 
groups ready to go in and once that second building 
collapsed, and then people started running, more 
firefighters were coming out filled with the soot. 
People were running, so this time we started running so 
far that the cloud was still following us, you know. 

There was a building over there. I think it 
was the school. I think it was Stuyvesant. They said 
run inside, run inside. So the clouds kept coming 
closer, we just kept -- I stopped, my partner stopped, 
we just kept directing people into the building. I 
think to Stuyvesant Street, Stuyvesant High School. 

So I remember the last person I ran into was 
an oriental. I told my partner at the time, go ahead, 
check inside, see how many people in there. He told me 
there is thousands of people inside the school. I 


stayed outside. I kept running back trying to help 
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more firefighters, I felt like hours -- there was no 
help for them back there. So I just kept grabbing them 
and directing them to all the hydrants, kept washing 
them down, you know. 

Then about a good 10 minutes or 15 minutes 
after the whole incident, my partner came out of the 
building. I didn't know where he was at. I started 
going back to the ambulance to see if he had moved it. 
After the first collapse I went back to move the 
ambulance to a safer location, brought it back a little 
further, when I realized that I found him and I tried 
to make an approach. 

Then again, this is like about the fourth 
time after carrying everything. I grabbed an 02 tank. 
I told him grab a tank. We put masks, we took the 
non-rebreather masks that we keep as equipment. I 
threw an 02 tank on my shoulder. We took the 
stretcher, full of soot and all that. We was trying to 
make an approach toward the building. 

I was overcome because I knew that alot of 
firefighters were caught under there. I didn't want to 
say they were dead because I had hopes for them. I 
didn't want to just count them out just like that. So 


we started walking in. There was a fire Captain, he 
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stopped us in our tracks, got a few feet going north 
towards the towers. 

He says where are you going with that 
stretcher? I says we are trying to help. He says you 
can't help anybody down there. He said don't go in 
there. He turned us around. That's when we just 
abandoned everything, you know, hell with it all. 

I was so full of soot. I was trying to wash 
up and everything. Then I had it in me to return back 
and the ambulance was like -- it was just -- if you 
could see the amount of debris that was on the 
ambulance. I'm surprised I drove the vehicle, I just 

-- that I had it in me to get out of there. Then I 
get the keys and moved it back a little. As I parked 
the vehicle after we moved it again. Three or four 
times we moved the vehicle. 

We went to one of the immediate supervisors 
that worked there, just saying what are we going to 
do. He says oh, well, just stay there. At that time 
someone came running out of left field. I don't know 
who the hell it was. Must have been a police officer. 
He said there was a gas leak. He said there was a gas 
leak. Man, there was like about three or four police 


cars that just took off. One took out a private 
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ambulance's door. The other ones just was diving into 
the car and going. 

I find that at this time, you know, there was 
all -- there was too much chaos going and the only 
thing I could think of was to board the vehicle, but at 
all times I was monitoring the radio. We weren't able 
to transmit at all. The only transmission I made was 
when I requested additional units, because we had 
plenty of firefighters that were injured. I think I 
was the only one that made the call. Might hear it on 
the tapes, might hear it on the radio, when you listen 
to 14 David, was the unit. 

I requested additional resources, because we 
had many firefighters that were injured at that site. 

I was calling from Barclay and West. That was the only 
transmission I made. We really weren't supposed to 
make any transmissions, so I made the transmissions and 
then after that it was all silence. You didn't hear 
nothing. 

Then after this guy comes screaming about gas 
leak, I jumped on the vehicle, all sooted and 
everything, we just started driving up Broadway. We 
drove up Broadway, we stopped. My partner was too -- 


you know, he was worried, he wanted to contact his 
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family. I just continued driving. You could just see 
the smoke and the soot just flying off the ambulance. 
I'm surprised it drove. Parked. Here were people 
trying to take the stuff from the ambulance, can we 
take stuff from it. They were collecting from it, 
grabbing cups, you know. We stopped at a store to get 
some water. 

We stopped at a store that was -- some gas 
station over on Broadway. I walked in to try to get 
some water. You know, and what really hit me was that, 
you Know, you would think that after the ordeal, 
somebody would just say here, take the water, go 
ahead. No, I paid for the water, you know. I don't 
want to mention of what nationality I purchased this 
water from. So I continued from there on. 

We had heard over the air, they said respond 
to Chelsea Piers. From there on you would get further 
info. We drove up there, there was a good hundred 
ambulances. We were at the tail end. I got out of the 
vehicle and started walking around. I was ina 
trance. I was, you know, nobody asked me anything. 

People could look at me I guess and say you 
know I guess I was in hope. I have pictures there of 


how I looked when I returned here. So then I 
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approached -- we were there for hours. The ambulance 

-- you could see the ambulance. We were still 
collecting soot from the top of the ambulance while we 
were parked by Chelsea Piers. People were putting 
stuff in their pockets and walking away. 

I had fellow co-workers that they wanted a 
piece of the World Trade Center as a remembrance. So I 
said, to hell with it. We waited, we waited for 
hours. Then I approached one of the supervisors and he 
said, it's impossible to be relieved from the scene so 
(inaudible). They disregarded our request. Within the 
lines, the front lines they started moving units, so 
when we approached our turn, I spoke to Lieutenant 
Nevins. I said can you release us from the scene? No, 
join the party. Just park over there. 

I didn't get that. People make remarks, but 
for me it wasn't that kind of remark to be made. After 
what I went through, I didn't want to hear something 
like that. I wanted to hear you Know, man, thank god 
you made it or something to the fact that what 
happened, just somebody to listen, say let me tell you 
my part of the story. 

Okay. You can return back to your Borough. 


I took the ambulance right from Chelsea Piers, drove up 
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the West Side Highway with all the soot spraying 
everywhere. I told my partner, Maximo, you going to do 
this? Everybody was going, you don't know what's in 
this stuff. 

You know what, if I stayed there, if I did 
not made the approaches I did, I would have been 
looking, considered missing. I could have left the 
vehicle stranded. I could have abandoned everything, 
but there was something in me that just drove me to 
come back here. They always say, I remember when I was 
growing up, you get in trouble, you always run home. 

So my first thing was to come right back 
home. I brought the ambulance back, drove back to 
here. When I got off here and they said, oh, you was 
down there. People were very fascinated by the ordeal 
and knowing that I returned back with the vehicle. 

Then I was here for hours, you know. I 
didn't know how to take my uniform off. I showered 
here and I had worked overtime that day too. It was an 
overtime shift, thinking I was going to be in the 
slowest unit that morning and it just so happened it 
was that call. Then when I ended up, when the whole 
situation happened, then I come back and recollect, you 


know, for a few extra dollars I could have lost my 
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life. 

You know, when you start analyzing things you 
see it differently, but in the heat of everything, I 
never had such an ambulance ride in years, because I 
work midnight shifts now. Driving down there through 
Broadway, and hearing all these emergency vehicles, you 
know, I realized that my skills are there, I mean, but 
I have to pull them out the pocket. The way I drove 
down there through cars, through cabs and through 
people. As you see the people on Broadway, how they 
were approaching, get out of the way. 

You could see something major had happened, 
because the people in the streets were just like 
clearing the way, go ahead, you Know. Something that 
no matter how many times you speak about it, it's 
always something that comes back to mention, because 
there were so many things that happened in that 
incident. I can recollect more as I continue to go 
on. 

Driving to the scene I only wish I had a 
camera, because when I parked right in front of it, I 
could see the flames and the fire and I realized I was 
so close. That's when I knew that I had to make a 


move, being so close, so that's why I made that right 
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turn and parked there, Barclay. 

You know, when the supervisor -- I'm not 
insubordinate, but when the supervisor told me -- asked 
me where was the triage area, I mentioned to him. I 
says Rector and Vesey. You have to go there. I said 
no, I can't. I got to set up right here. Look at 
these firemen. Look at all of them. There is about a 
good hundred of them. 

There is no -- there was somebody standing 
back there with cameras and things, walking back and 
forth. There was one guy who followed me throughout 
the whole incident, snapping pictures, videotaping, 
back pedaling. Every time I looked he was right 
there. But, you know, these guys are -- I am so into 
my job. My job is not law enforcement, so I just look 
to help whoever is coming over. 

So as I was helping the next fireman, this 
guy was snapping pictures, so I think for every 
firefighter that I think that I was helping, this guy 
must have had many photos of me and that's the only 
thing that I keep recollecting, that if I can only get 
this guy to get me a copy of this picture to see myself 
going through this whole deal, because I (inaudible). 


I see the photos of the chaplain when he was 
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being carried out and it was similar. When I look at 
that photograph, I did that for a lot of firefighters. 
I mean I tried to come back with -- my only concern at 
the time too when the first building collapsed, is when 
I was really with my partner. 

I held him tight, I ran with him and I told 
him -- he kept looking back, and I told him look, just 
don't trip. Told him one time, don't trip. I was 
holding him in the back and as we kept running, I 
mentioned that statement. Had he tripped I know I was 
going to leave him. Because there was concern for my 
life. I was worried about me. 

From then on I just -- what I'm going through 
now is being reborn. I find myself to be more in the 
gym. I'm working a lot. I'm not normally a work 
horse, but I tend to try to ignore it totally. This 
incident with all the anthrax and all that, I don't 
even want to hear about that. It just started then. 
After that I returned back the third day. 

I knew -- I had hope, but I sensed that there 
was a lot of dead people. I didn't want to return. 
After the third day, then I went down there and I 
returned back to Ground Zero to an area called the 


hole. I guess my first approach in realizing what they 
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were going through, the rescue phase of it. 

At the time I could see there was just -- I 
found out that there was a makeshift morgue and just 
being there for the first time and pulling out one 
body, I says, you know, I said I seen enough. At that 
time we went out on our own, because we was having 
problems with being used properly down in that area, as 
EMS employees. 

So we went on our own time and realized that 
-- tried to help as volunteers instead of being ona 
unit or assigned by staff. They would allow us to go 
down there and do what? Issue water, set up 
flashlights. Come on. There were better jobs to do. 
We tried to go down to rescue. We tried to help. At 
the time, I was devastated and I told my two partners, 
you know what, let's turn away from here because there 
is nothing we can do here. The greatest feeling of 
helplessness was there. Everything had to be done 
because they have to do the rescue and all that, but 
personally when I had that feeling of helplessness, 
that you can help nobody, the best thing is to 
retreat. 

After that third day I didn't want to return 


down there. Not even for all the money they wanted to 
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pay me. They were giving 15 hour shifts. I didn't 
want to go back. 

Q. After the first collapse, you had your bus 
still on Barclay and West. Do you remember where you 
moved it to? 

A. I moved it back -- I moved it back to around 
Murray and West Street. After we moved it from there, 
that's when the second collapse came. I moved it back 
some more. After the second collapse we ran. As we 
were running in the second collapse, that's when I 
started directing people into Stuyvesant High School. 
Up West. Up West. 

Q. Okay. When you arrived on Barclay Street, 
you said that an officer told you to park there. Was 
it an EMS officer, fire officer? 

A. No, there was a highway police officer. 

Q. Highway? 

A. There was a highway police officer. That guy 
was unbelievable, how he handled that situation in that 
area. He alone saved a lot of lives, because the way 
he set that spot up. He was directing people. He told 
me listen, don't park over there, because I parked 
there and he said move it back. Give them some space, 


give them some space so we can get out, so I backed it 
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up. We parked it, we parked it across, right on 
Barclay facing toward the building. I had to back in 
facing towards the building. 

You had to back in facing towards the 
building because I wanted the back of the vehicle to be 
open in case we had to treat the people and the 
equipment was out, so we had the back open. Back side 
facing towards the tower. 

Q. Do you remember when you first got there 
seeing any EMS officers around that -- 

A. The only officer that -- I was happy to see 
him, was Lieutenant Albuerme. He is from Harlem. Then 
he was like over there, I know him for years on the 
job, his daughter attended the same school that my 
daughter attended. Holy Cross. He is the first one I 
saw. 

Okay, who was your partner that day? 
My partner that day was Delgado. 


Do you know your vehicle number? 


> O > 0 


Vehicle number was 138. 

Q. Okay. Any other EMS people around that you 
remember seeing? 

A. There was another Lieutenant along with 


Lieutenant Albuerme there, I just can't recall his 
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name, but I have known him for quite sometime, because 
I have seen him on the job. He was there with me. As 
a matter of fact, after the first tower collapsed, we 
thought he was missing, because we could see him when 
he made the approach towards the initial tower had 
collapsed. We didn't see him after the clouds came 
back. I didn't see him thereafter. 

Then I think after the second collapse and 
everything was said and done, now we was trying to 
help, I guess, we had this instinct where we tried to 

-- I realize that we tried to find our men and the 
only thing I could think of was make sure my partner 
was okay and find out where the Lieutenants were at the 
time. 

Albuerme came back, we were able to -- I 
found him. The other Lieutenant was with him also, 
hugged each other and we couldn't believe. Then they 
started giving me directions on where to set up again. 
We were just trying to adhere to their demands as best 
we could. 

Q. Any other thoughts or comments you would like 
to add? 
A. Well, you know, what I have to say is that 


I'm very fortunate. Like I said when I got back, I am 
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alive, so I must live. I survived through the twin 
towers collapse, so I'm fortunate. It wasn't my time. 
MR. RADENBERG: Okay, thank you. The time is 


now 0628 hours. The interview is concluded. 


